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'Ifso,thisis"~firstglimpseof In lbe myst~a-a*ute urorld a WI~ ,pew realm of wtatomic of paxtide physics, Unhnrsny of pwcs Harva14i scientists have helped muwe 
dersaidit'sacaseofbddinga ent discovery of a new kind of 

mbatamic partide. 
They're calling it Pamde X ', @&* Qfw- 

(3872) because jf seems to be dif- Qb'?nrwow with P~O-r 
f e r n  from the dagsas of Sbokyungl Choi of Korea's 
particles, and its mass is 3872 w m  U- on sN*- 
million eledmnvolts, roughlythe ing the decay products of a sub- 
weight of a helium atom. % atosJc M c l e  called a B meson. 

was e e d  by These stwive about a hiUi0nth of 
the Belle Detector in the High . a of a m n d ,  and can 
Energy Accelerator Research '. d m  hto any ofh- ofdif- 
Laboratory in Tsukuba Sdence ferent particles. About once Per 
City, ,Tapan, and o o W  at the &on dms, the product is an X 
Fenni National Accelerator hb (3873, wfiid ~uvives about a 
ratory in Illinois. bUonth of a trillionth of a sec- 

"Thep are ssome indications , ofid 
that the X (3872) mEig. be the first , The discovery of X (3872) will 
example of a new type bf sub be pt@hhed in the December fs- 
atomic particle, one Were tyro sue of the physics Joolnraf P W  
more o* particles attach to ical Mew htters. 
each other, simjJar to the way * Reach Jan T-cate at 
atom stick together to fom mol- j a n t @ h o n o l u l u ~ ~ . o o m  or 
ecules," said Stephen Olsen, a 245-3074. 


